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June 16, 2005  


I appear today on behalf of the residents, business owners and daily visitors to the Incorporated Village of New Hyde Park.


As is the case with many of the sister villages in attendance this evening, New Hyde Park is bisected by the main line of the Long Island Rail Road.  This fact has had, over the years, a great impact on the development and functioning of our community.  With ever-increasing rail service, our Village finds that the gates at our three grade crossings are blocking the flow of traffic for longer and longer periods of time, leading to safety concerns, congestion and a negative effect on our quality of life.  New Hyde Park welcomes a plan which will consider the elimination of these grade crossings and the consequent improvement of traffic flow in our Village.


That having been said, however, it is important for our community to understand exactly what the MTA proposes with respect to grade crossing elimination and exactly what impacts upon our Village, both positive and negative, will result from such a project.

Since this evening's meeting deals with the environmental scoping of the proposed Main Line Corridor Improvements, I am compelled to make a number of statements on behalf of the Incorporated Village of New Hyde Park:


1.
In order to even think about the possible impacts of the proposed project, it is imperative that we know what the project is.  What is the proposed track layout?  What are the proposed treatments for each of the grade crossings in the Village?  Without knowing what is planned, we are unable to comment with any degree of accuracy upon the potential environmental impacts which may flow from the project.  Such inability to comment with accuracy undermines the environmental review process and runs contrary to both the spirit and letter of both the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA).


2.
Without knowing the nature of the proposed project design layout, it is impossible for us to develop and evaluate alternatives to the proposal, requirements of a proper environmental review.

3.
Inasmuch as the three grade crossings in New Hyde Park are significant points of current transportation conflict, I would like to propose that the elimination of these crossings be the subject of an independent environmental review.  This undertaking would be totally consistent with your Notice of Intent to Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement, which reads as follows:



Although the current plan is to evaluate all of the elements in the EIS, 



as the project elements are developed and schedules and construction



phasing plans develop, it is possible that some of the independent elements



may be advanced via separate environmental evaluations under NEPA.

Certainly, the elimination of grade crossings in New Hyde Park could be accomplished in a manner which would be compatible with a future third track capability.

4.
In order for the Village to appropriately examine the potential economic impact of the project, it is imperative that we have the opportunity to receive and evaluate a takings or condemnation map relative to what is planned.  The analysis of the pros and cons of the different approaches to the project require an evaluation of the takings necessitated by each.  I call upon the MTA to prepare and submit for review such a takings map.

5.
The planned third track expansion through the Village contemplates, by admission, an increased ridership.  What are the projected parking impacts upon the Village relative to the accommodation of increased ridership?

6. 
It is imperative that the alternate forms of transportation contemplated by the project be evaluated with respect to their impacts upon land use, the character of the community and noise.  These impacts must be evaluated at the local level, village by village, neighborhood by neighborhood, block by block.  In this connection, I urge you to revisit the comment contained in your Scoping Document at page 12, which reads:



No significant neighborhood impact or community disruption is anticipated



in association with the proposed improvements.


The Incorporated Village of New Hyde Park will submit full written comments to the MTA concerning the scoping of the proposed project.

For the time being, I offer this comment: separate the grade crossing eliminations from the balance of the project.  Move forward with the eliminations.  Go back to the drawing board and create a plan which we can see with our eyes.  Only then will we be able to work with you to achieve a proper environmental evaluation.


Thank you.

